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AIR QUALITY HEALTH ALERT 

PENSACOLA, FL – – Effective immediately, in response to air quality monitoring, the Florida 

Department of Health in Escambia County (FDOH-Escambia) is issuing a health alert for the area 

surrounding the Wedgewood Community Center and the Rolling Hills Construction and Demolition 

Landfill in Escambia County, Florida. 

Air quality monitoring has been performed by Escambia County at the Wedgewood Community Center 

(6405 Wagner Road, Pensacola). This center is adjacent to the Rolling Hills Construction and 

Demolition Landfill located at 6990 Rolling Hills Road, Pensacola. The monitoring has revealed 

elevated levels of hydrogen sulfide in the air at a minimum level of concern for long term exposure to 

humans. Hydrogen sulfide is a colorless gas which often has an odor similar to rotten eggs, but which 

may have no detectable smell when present in low concentrations. However, even low concentrations 

of hydrogen sulfide gas can have negative health effects. 

Exposure to hydrogen sulfide may cause respiratory symptoms such as eye, nose, and throat irritation 

in some individuals. People experiencing respiratory symptoms should consult their physician for 

treatment and should stay inside their homes.  According to FDOH-Escambia’s Director, Dr. John 

Lanza, “While inside, people should close their windows, run their cooling/heating system, and change 

their system’s filter, as needed. If symptoms persist while inside an air conditioned home, people may 

choose to leave the area until their symptoms are tolerable.”   

Persons who have questions about health problems or symptoms they may be experiencing related to 

hydrogen sulfide exposure should contact their primary care physician. Those who have asthma or 

other chronic lung disease should follow their disease management plan, and should call their doctor if 

symptoms worsen. For medical emergencies, call 911 or go immediately to the nearest 

emergency facility.  

The Florida Department of Health in Escambia County will continue to evaluate air quality monitoring 

results, as reported by Escambia County. Any further recommendations and alerts will be released as 

more information becomes available.  

For more information, contact the FDOH-Escambia’s Environmental Health office at 850/595-6700 or 

visit www.EscambiaHealth.com. 
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